
 

 
  

�
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
� � �

����������	
��
���
�������������������
���
�������� ������
����������
��������	��������� �������
�����
�������
��
�������
�����	���������
�� �
�����������
���������������
�����������
��
 ����!�
���
�
������ ����������"��#	��������������������	���
�
��$������ ��
���������������
���������������$��������
��!�
����������
������������� ��������	�
���
������� �%���������$��&������$�'()*�������!
��+������,
���� �$���������� �$���$�+-.�*�*��/�������
�������!�
��
�����!�����
�
�����0��
�
����������1� �������������
����� �

Volume 7, Issue 2            A Publication of Cultus Lake Community Association             July, 2010 

Reflections – Marg Wilson, CLCA Vice-President 
 
     Welcome back to Cultus, seasonal campers and summer residents, and 
greetings to those who are newcomers or visitors to this community.  I 
know we share a common bond in our love of its natural beauty. 
     In recent weeks I have taken pleasure in seeing an increasing number of 
non-power vessels on the lake.  Smaller ones observed include canoes, 
kayaks, rowboats, sailboats, paddleboats, inflatables and, new to my eyes, 
stand-up paddleboards.  As well, the vigorous training of competitive teams 
frequently seen in dragon boats, outriggers and aboriginal cedar canoes is to 
be admired and encouraged. It is appreciated that the speed markers and 
swimming buoys are in place early to help keep our various water 
enthusiasts safe.  If you are operating a power vessel this season, please 
remember to "share the lake" with these slower ones so all can enjoy their 
time on this "jewel of the Fraser Valley".  As well, you are reminded to 
check your status re the powerboat operator's certificate requirement. 
     An event of interest this spring was the launching of the dugout river 
canoe, Shxwtitostel, carved by Lieutenant Governor Steven Point (who is 
from Chilliwack) and celebrated carver, Chief Tony Hunt.  A cedar log was 
found by His Honour on the beach near Government House in Victoria and 
had evidence of initial work to shape a canoe.  So he decided to learn to 
carve, and created from it, a colorful likeness of the mythical Cultus Lake 
monster, Slahkum, featuring shovel nose, eyes, scales and tail on the 
underside of the small vessel. 
     When I read of this undertaking, I wondered if this canoe could come to 
Cultus Lake, possibly for the annual Aboriginal Canoe Races. So Dave 
Clyne and I wrote to Government House about this possibility and were 
honoured to receive some weeks later, an invitation to the launch and 
ceremonies following.   
     It was a sunny day with a light breeze and just as the launch was about to 
begin, a pair of mating eagles flew overhead, a meaningful omen for all  
 Continued on page 2 
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View from the Chair  – Brian Nokleby, CLPB 
Chair 
     At the last meeting of the Cultus Lake Park 
Governance Committee a decision was made to 
dissolve the committee.  So once again there is 
uncertainty about the future of our community.  The 
City of Chilliwack is seeking clarity from the 
Provincial Government as to its role in the future.  
The CLPB will also be pushing the Provincial 
Government for clarification of its position on the 
future of Cultus Lake.  While the status quo will 
work in the short term, it is clear that the original 
Park Act will require amendments to bring it into line 
with the current times.  Stay tuned! 
     The CLPB has just signed a foreshore lease 
agreement, which gives us the right to manage our 
portion of the lake more effectively.  We will now be 
seeking to have this agreement reflect an extension of 
the foreshore to 100 metres, to have a 30-year term 
and to allow commercial activity in the foreshore 
area.  Currently we have two such businesses and 
there are no plans to add more.  Please forward 
questions, concerns and suggestions to the CLPB 
office by email, clpb@telus.net, phone, 604-858-
3334 or drop off your letter at the office. 
     The annual parking problem is upon us again.  
Please be advised that a call by yourself to the Park 
Patrol, 604-858-5298 can result in cars that are 
parked in your space being towed. 
     Recently, one of our employees, Kelsey Paul, was 
appointed as By-Law Officer.  Hopefully this 
appointment will result in a more consistent and 
effective approach to by-law enforcement.  She will 
be on duty in this capacity from 10 am to 6 pm, 
Thursday to Sunday and from 12 [noon] until 8 pm 
on Mondays.  If you have a by-law issue, please call 
604-858-5298. 
     In closing, please keep in touch.  Thank you.   
 

who gathered on the beach. With drumming and 
singing and blessings bestowed, the canoe was 
carried into the water at Ross Bay beach and 
Lieutenant Governor Point paddled a few metres 
out with a broad smile on his face. This canoe 
represents to him in his term of office the idea of 
unity and reconciliation between aboriginal and 
non-aboriginal groups.  Significantly, its name 
means, "a safe place to cross the river", and is a gift 
to the people of B.C. from His Honour. It will be 
toured around the province and definitely will 
come to Cultus Lake, probably for the 2011 Canoe 
Races. 
     The picture on the right shows His Honour, 
Lieutenant Governor Point and carver, Chief Tony 
Hunt, at the Ross Bay Beach ceremony. 
     After the Government House ceremonies, Mr. 
and Mrs. Point expressed their pleasure in having 
us attend representing this community, and, as part 
of the tradition of giving blankets, Her Honour 
presented us with one.  This serves as a reminder 
that we are now witnesses and charged with telling 
the story, which we have been doing, and I now 
share with you.  The day was indeed a memorable 
and moving experience. 
     We invite all interested Cultus Park residents 
and leaseholders to join our organization ($5) and 
attend the Annual General Meeting on August 29 at 
the Community School, 1:00 pm.  Elections for 5 
two-year term directors will be held and we 
encourage you to consider running.  Directors who 
are letting their names stand again this year are:  
Joanne Henderson, Barry Cornfield and Dave 
Clyne. We need at least two more nominations 
from the membership. 

From Reflections on Page 1 

    ENVIRO HINT  
 
 
The current recycling company at Cultus Lake 
now takes ALL NUMBERS of plastics that can 
be recycled.  The numbers are located INSIDE 
a TRIANGLE on plastic lids, on the bottom of 
containers [eg. yogurt] and on plastic bags.  
Recycled plastics reduce oil use. 



 
3

  
 
  
 
 
 
  
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
s 
 

Cultus Café 
 

604-846-1120 
 

 
Cultus Café  welcomes you to our friendly and relaxing atmosphere.  Come and 
enjoy our variety of COLD and HOT DRINKS, specialty COFFEES and a taste of 
HOME STYLE COOKING. 
 
Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner.   Dine In or Take Out.  Fully Licensed. 
 
Organic and Fair Trade Coffee. 
Home made Burgers, Hotdogs, Fresh Sandwiches, Soups, Salads and much more. 

We have extended our evening hours for the summer months. 
 

#6-4125 Columbia Valley Hwy., Cultus Lake.  Cultus Lake Plaza in Beautiful BC.
   
 

 

Cultus Fire Department -  Glenn Charles, 
Assistant Fire Chief 
 
     The Cultus Lake Fire Department [CLFD] 
has 17 members.  The new Fire Chief is 
Warren Mazuren and Glenn Charles is the 
Assistant Fire Chief. 
     We are currently working hard in writing 
the operation guidelines for members that 
includes interior fire attacks and more.  Further 
to this, we continue to work closely with 
Columbia Valley fire hall members as we are 
their mutual aid for any major incident within 
the local valley area.  We have worked 
together on Instant Command and 
accountability.  We also connect with 
Chilliwack Hall 4 as it is our mutual aid and 
we will get together with them in August. 
     All members of CLFD recently completed 
our S100 forestry course and held a practical 
forestry burn with Columbia Valley, which 
contributed to 30% of the marks.  In addition, 

we completed the CPRC and AED courses.  
On June 29th and 30th we are taking the First 
Responders course.  We will be prepared for 
First Responders with Park Board approval. 
    Finally, we will be getting dress uniforms, 
which will allow us to participate in parades, 
Market in the Park and other community 
events. 
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Governance Update  - Virginia O’Brien, Dave 
Clyne 
 
   The Governance Committee met on April 28, 
2010.  Two outstanding items were reviewed: 
the Soowahlie First Nation Report and the 
Province’s response to a letter from the City of 
Chilliwack asking about financial 
responsibilities for a number of concerns. 
   A summary of the Soowahlie First Nation 
Report was presented by the researcher and 
former band chief, Larry Commodore. He 
outlined an historical perspective and indicated 
that their primary concern is their Douglas 
Reserve land claim issue and the protection of 
their rights. Therefore, their position is that the 
status quo be maintained until the land claim 
issue is settled. 
   Mr. Commodore stated that their wish is to 
develop good neighbour relationships with 
Cultus Lake residents, and there is no intention 
to dispossess people from their property. 
   He commented on past difficulties and issues 
of mistrust with all levels of government. 
Mayor Gaetz apologized for past difficulties 
with the City and stated that the City respects 
Soowahlie’s position and wants a healthy 
relationship with them. 
The issues in the City’s letter to the Province, 
and the Province’s response were as follows:  

1) Sewer and water systems to be upgraded 
to Municipal standards. Response: Water 
and sewer systems meet Provincial 
standards. Any upgrade costs would be 
borne by the residents. 

2) Landfill closure plan to have a 
mechanism for funding. Response: An 
updated closure plan would have to be 
submitted by the CLPB to the Ministry 
of the Environment. Funding may be 
available from Provincial and Federal 
governments. 

3) The Province to provide transitional 
funding for summer policing. Response: 
No funds or programs for this. 

4) The Province to maintain Columbia 
Valley Highway. Response: 5 years of 

transitional funding for maintenance costs 
only is available. 

5) The consultation with Soowahlie First 
Nation to be completed. Response: The 
letter from Chief Jasper indicates a 
preference for status quo until land claims 
are settled. 

   The focus of the Committee then centered on 
the next steps. The CLCA opened up discussion 
with the question of whether to hold public 
information sessions, as outlined in the 
Committee’s Terms of Reference.  Sacha Peter 
of the CLPB and Dave Lamson of the FRVD 
supported this idea. 
   Another perspective was that the fact that all 
meetings have been public and all documents are 
posted on the website or available by hard copy, 
and people can ask questions either at the 
meetings or on the website, meets the 
requirement for a public information program. 
   The staff member from the Ministry of 
Community and Rural Development stated that 
the Minister would not grant funding for a 
referendum because two of the parties, 
Soowahlie and the City, do not want to proceed.  
She also stated that, if a referendum were held 
and the vote was to join the City, the Minister 
would not approve this without a request from 
the City and would not implement anything until 
all identified issues were dealt with (which could 
take years).  
   The final outcome of the discussion was a vote 
to disband the Committee; this was carried. Dave 
Clyne (CLCA), Dave Lamson (FVRD) and 
Sacha Peter (CLPB) cast dissenting votes. 
   All agreed that the process had been very open 
and the analysis was extensive and beneficial. 
More was learned about the situation at the Lake 
than ever before. 
   The Ministry staff person commented that in 
all the years she has been working with 
community groups on these types of issues, that 
this process was the most open, the Minutes the 
most comprehensive, the Fact Sheets extremely 

Continued on page 5 



 
5

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

����������������������������������	 �
��������������������������
����������	
��
�	�

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �������������������� ���
                             #3 Cultus Lake Plaza 

 
 NO MSG 

Mon. to Thurs. 
11:30 am – 10:00 pm 
Fri. to Sat. 
11:30 am – 11:00 pm 
Sun. & Holidays 
11:30 am - 10:00 pm  

Starting June 1st,  open 7 days a week.  Chinese Buffet & get one free drink. 
 
For pick up orders over $25.00 get 10% off.  This does not apply to combination 
dinners. 
 

Under New Ownership 

well done, the involvement from the local 
residents the most active, the questions highly 
perceptive and sophisticated. 
    In early June, Dave received a letter from 
Bill Bennett, the Minister of Community and 
Rural Development, thanking him for his 
participation in the Governance process. The 
Minister stated that there was a benefit from 
the groups working together, and that there 
may be future opportunities in working with 
the Fraser Valley Regional District, 
particularly about the costs of services.   
    Dave and Virginia were pleased to have 
been involved in such an extensive and 
detailed look at Governance at the Lake and 
were very appreciative of the openness of the 
process.  
 
 

From Page 4 Main Beach OTESHA Performance, 
3 pm, July 6 – Travis Clyne 
 
Participants of the OTESHA bike tour will 
perform a humorous play on Main Beach, July 
6 at 3 pm.  The play is about the challenges 
and importance of living ecologically.  It is a 
culminating activity for Cultus Community 
School for their environmental awareness year.   
The performance is entertaining, quite 
professional, about 45 minutes long and 
appeals to all ages.  A donation hat will be 
passed around at the end to help support the 
tour.  The group is cycling from Vancouver to 
Saskatchewan performing to communities 
along the way.   Everyone is welcome.   The 
venue will move to the Community School 
Gym if the weather becomes inclement. 
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Cooper's Foods has more than five decades heritage in supplying the necessities of food and non-perishable goods to 
more than a dozen key communities throughout the British Columbia Interior and B.C.’s Lower Mainland. Cooper's 
Foods is famous for its strong commitment to community involvement, bringing its Cooper People Care spirit to each 
neighbourhood. Cooper’s Foods is equally well known for delivering consistent, one-of-a-kind personal service and 
furnishing the same superior products and services that it has since originating as a family business in Revelstoke, BC in 
1957. 

Located in the Garrison Village, 45635 Tamihi Way, Ph. 604-824-6667 
Hours 8AM-10PM, 7 Days a week 

www.cooperfoods.com 

                                       

Directions 
coming from 
Cultus: Turn 
left on Keith 
Wilson, right 
on Garrison 
Blvd. and 
right on 
Tamihi Way. 
 

Directions coming 
from Chilliwack: 
Turn right at Garrison 
Village Arch Entrance. 
 
Directions coming 
from Watson Road:  
Turn onto Garrison 
Blvd. and then left on 
to Tamihi Way. 
 

 
 

The Church in the Heart of the Lake 
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Established 1948 

74 Sunnyside Blvd. at Fir St. 
Interdenominational Worship 

Sunday 11:00 am 
 

Family Fun Nights - the first Friday of the month,  
 7 pm – 9 pm 

����� ���� ������ �

     
 
                                    
 

Calendar of Events
July 6, 3 pm – Otesha Eco Performance at 
Main Beach.  If inclement weather, it will 
be held at the Community School Gym.  
Donations at the end of the performance. 
August 7 – 6th Annual Cultus Lake Dragon 
Boat Club Festival 
August 29 - 1 pm – CLCA AGM, School 
Gym 
Last Wednesday of June and July, 9:30 –
CLASS meetings at DFO.  All welcome. 
 
Apologies for the incorrect Pikeminnow 
Derby date listed in our October Cultus Lake 
View. 

 Bottle Collection on Sundays – Dave Clyne 
If you have refundable bottles you would like picked up, leave them out on Sundays and a man 
driving a battery-run 3-wheeled motorcycle will collect them.  He has donated part of the refunds to 
Cultus Community School the last few years. 
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Geese at the Lake - Sacha Peters, 
Commissioner 
 
The annual Canada Geese invasion of Cultus 
Lake is upon us!  With this topic, on August 
12, 2009, the Park Board passed the following 
motion: 
 
"THAT residents be permitted to install soft 
stakes and tape on the shoreline which will 
require approval by the Public Works Foreman 
before installation in order to ensure the stakes 
are not rigid and therefore unsafe." 
 
The motion will continue to allow soft 
stakes and tape on the shoreline until August 
2010.  We welcome feedback from residents 
on how well this works before adopting a more 
permanent position. 
 
My own concern about this technique is that if 

every resident decided to put up tape and stakes on 
the shoreline that it would have an adverse impact 
on the beauty of the lakeshore.  We will see if this 
is effective in preventing geese from painting the 
grass with their droppings, or at least take their 
droppings elsewhere. 
 

Local Resident to Raise $2000 for 
Women’s Cancers! – Yvonne Haviland 
     I will be participating in the 2010 Vancouver 
Weekend to End Women’s Cancers on August 14-
15.  It is a two-day 60 km walk through the 
communities of Vancouver to raise money for breast 
and gynecological cancer research and care.   
     The next fundraising event will be held at the 
Jolly Miller on July 10th.  If you would like to attend, 
contact me for details by phone at 604-858-9922.  
**You may also donate on my participant page at 
www.endcancer.ca (click Vancouver, then Donate) 
or on Facebook.**   

 
LEGENDS BISTRO 

  
AT THE LAKE ~ 

 
A BEAUTIFUL  

 
PLACE TO BE! 

 
OPEN DAILY  

 
 FROM     

      
8 AM TO 9 PM. 
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So-why-Lee Indian Reserve No. 14: Soowahlie’s “Douglas Reserve”  – A Research Paper by 
Larry Commodore [included in the Soowahlie First Nation presentation to the 2009/10 Governance Committee] 
 
     The seminal issue concerning Soowahlie and Cultus Lake stems from the work of colonial surveyor 
William McColl and the subsequent actions of BC Commissioner of Lands and Works Joseph Trutch, 
spanning the brief time period of 1864-67.  The controversy evolved from the instructions and the 
authorization given to McColl by Colonial Governor James Douglas in 1864, shortly after which he 
retired, just as Trutch began his rise to power. 
     Douglas himself was not seeking controversy; he was simply following orders.  The “orders” are 
found in the Royal Proclamation of 1763, the founding document of this country.  The Proclamation 
essentially holds that “nation to nation” treaties must be negotiated and signed before Aboriginal land 
can be opened for non-Native settlement.  The Colonial Governor’s policy for the creation of the Indian 
reserves, thus, included: 
 (a) all lands “as they may be severally pointed out by the Indians themselves”; 
 (b) the “sites of all Indian villages”, and the land the Indians were “accustomed to cultivate” and “as  
          much land in the vicinity of each as they could till, or was required for their support”; 
 (c) and sufficient lands to enable reserves to be “entirely self-supporting”. 
In May 1864, thus, William McColl proceeded to what was then known as the “Chilukweyuyk” area 
and among the reserves he laid out was “So-why-lee”, (Soowahlie) comprising 4,000 acres, which 
included the land that is now Cultus Lake Park. 
     The main impetus for Douglas’ reserve policy was the influx of non-Native settlers to Sto:lo country 
following the 1858 gold rush, and the rising tension between them and the Sto:lo.  Douglas’ approach, 
however, did not sit well with many of the non-Natives.  In 1865, for example, Chilliwack area settlers 
petitioned Colonial Secretary Arthur Birch complaining of the size of the Indian reserves and calling 
for a reduction, while also putting forth the sentiment that “no injustices to these Indians is desired…” 
      Joseph Trutch, in particular, acted upon these and other settler complaints.  As Commissioner of 
Lands and Works, he held a powerful position in the colonial government.  Trutch’s attitude, 
unfortunately, was not tempered by the same sentiment of the Chilliwack area settlers; his attitude, 
instead, was quite blatantly racist, as it is quite clear in the following quotations: 

- On August 28, 1867, he noted, “the Indians have really no right to the lands they claim, nor 
are they of any actual value or utility to them.” 

- On a trip to Oregon, Trutch commented on the natives there, “I think they are the ugliest 
and laziest creatures I ever saw and we should as soon think of being afraid of our dogs as 
of them.” 

- In 1871, he noted, “I have not yet met with a single Indian whom I consider to have attained 
even the most glimmering perception of the Christian creed.” 

 
     With the retirement of Governor Douglas, the Sto:lo were concerned about the situation, because 
they felt Douglas had been fair in his dealings with natives.  His successor, Frederick Seymour, 
however, was a different matter.  The Sto:lo were, no doubt, aware of the lobbying efforts of the 
settlers and perhaps felt Seymour would accommodate the settlers’ complaints.  They expressed their 
concern in their own petition a few months after Seymour took office, including the plea: “Please to 
protect our land, that it will not be small for us…” 
     Natives, at the time, were also recovering from a smallpox epidemic that had broken out and spread 
from Fort Victoria in 1862.  This was not as pervasive as the earlier smallpox outbreak of 1782, which 
is estimated to have killed two-thirds of the Sto:lo population.  The 1862 epidemic was mitigated by 

Continued on Page  9 
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vaccines; nonetheless, there was death and disruption of Sto:lo community life.  Other diseases also 
had a deadly impact; measles, influenza, whooping cough, tuberculosis. 
What is difficult to calculate is what impact these diseases had on Sto:lo community life, especially 
considering that it was elders and the native leadership who made up most of the fatalities.   
     In dealing with the concern over the possible reduction of reserves, some natives began pre-empting 
land as “as quickly and freely as whiteman (sic)”.  Non-Natives were allowed to pre-empt 169 acres, 
which they had to “improve” in a given period of time.  Trutch viewed native pre-emption as an 
“embarrassing precedent” and in 1866 he helped shape legislation, which disallowed such actions.  
Trutch also ensured that the legislation further accommodated the non-Native pre-emptor by allowing 
an additional 480 acres to be purchased at a nominal price.  To put this in perspective, seven (7) non-
Native settlers would have been eligible to pre-empt more acreage than was allotted for the entire 
Soowahlie community in 1864.  Trutch’s boss, Governor Seymour, had no problem with this, or any 
other effort of Trutch to disenfranchise natives. 
     Seymour, however, had different words to say to natives themselves.  There is an oral history 
amongst the Sto:lo, and other First Nations, that is known as “Seymour’s Promise” or, more 
generically, the “Crown’s Promise”.  Shortly after taking office in 1864, Seymour called for a meeting 
of natives in New Westminster on Queen Victoria’s birthday.  The Sto:lo history holds that Seymour 
promised to protect what’s become known as the “Douglas Reserves” (i.e. Soowahlie’s 4,000 acres) 
and further, revenue generated from other alienated aboriginal lands were to be shared equally between 
the natives and the provincial and federal governments. 
 
     Certainly, if Seymour had been true to his word, the course of British Columbia history would have 
been dramatically different.  Clearly, however, such is not the case.  On August 28, 1867, Trutch 
delivered a report to Governor Seymour in which he maintained that Governor Douglas lacked “any 
established system” for “reserving lands for the use of Indian tribes…” and that the surveyor William 
McColl lacked the authority to “make these reserves of the extravagant extent laid out by him…”.  He, 
then, concluded that the “Douglas reserves” should be “materially reduced”.  Once again Seymour, 
despite his promise to natives, complied with Trutch’s recommendations.  Soowahlie was thus reduced 
from 4,000 acres to 690 acres, which was subsequently adjusted in 1879 to present seize of 1,140 acres. 
     Scholars who have studied the events of this time period, such as Robert E. Cail, Paul Tennant, 
Robin Fisher, Keith Thor Carlson and Cole Harris agree that, to put it bluntly, Trutch lied in his 
representation of Douglas’ policies.  The most obvious example being Trutch’s claim that Governor 
Douglas lacked “an established system” for dealing with native land issues.  As mentioned earlier, 
Douglas’ “system” was the Royal Proclamation of 1763, which had served as the basis of treaty 
making with natives east of the Rockies for some 100 years up until Trutch’s time.  Again, however, 
Trutch, and his enablers, were guided by his belief that “The Indians have really no right to the lands 
they claim…”. 
      From 1927 until 1951, natives in Canada were prohibited from organizing and raising funds for
legal counsel, and thus, for two generations our voices were silenced when it came to land issues.  
Before and after that period, however, Soowahlie has sought justice on this matter through petitions, 
protests and court cases; all to no avail, which underscores geographer Cole Harris’ statement that the 
colonial process is still ongoing in British Columbia, picked up anew by each generation of non-
natives.   
 
 

From Page  8 
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THE BEST STEAK IS AT  THE LAKE!  

Come join us in the restaurant, 
bring your family and enjoy some 
great food and a warm, welcoming 
atmosphere.  Any questions or to 

book a reservation please call 
604-846-4454  or email us  for any 

further inquiries at 
manossteakhouse@live.ca .  

35-4131  Columbia Valley Highway, 
Cultus Lake 

 

Gr. 5/6 Cultus Elementary Class, Teacher Mrs. 
Sward and Educational Assistant, Jaki Reily, 
with the Earth Fair mosaic of Cultus Lake. What 
a powerful and attractive gift to the school and 
community!  Thank you! 

Cultus Lake Community School 
Association News – Olga Cabrera, Coordinator 
 
CLCSA is now registering for Summer 
Programs.  Please check our web site at 
www.clcsa.ca for program details.  The school 
facility will be closed for the month of July, but 
will re-open and be available for rentals during 
August.  Please call Olga at 604-858-7192 for 
more information. 
 
Summer Programs: 
Make, Bake, Eat the Cake – Ages 6 – 12 years 
Sizzling Science – Ages 1 – 12 years 
Decorate Your Room – Ages 6 – 12 years 
Karate Nunchku Camp – Ages 6 – 12 years 
Family Movie Nights: 
    Wednesdays & Saturdays – 7:00 pm showtime 
       on August 4, 7, 14, 18, 25, 28.  Admission 
       by donation!   Concession stand is available. 
    Please call for weekly movie details and to 
       confirm the dates. 
Karaoke Nights: 
     Fridays, August 6, 27 – 7:00 pm start. 
     Admission by donation! 
 

Milfoil Madness – Dave Clyne 
Although milfoil is no longer being cut at Cultus 
Lake, it has been the topic of discussion at our 
CLASS meetings.  As frustrating it may be 
swimming in it, the Chilliwack High School 
student experiments show that cutting it greatly 
encourages its growth and makes the problem 
worse.  We encourage residents to leave it alone, 
which will prevent any tiny cuttings from re-
rooting.   
 

Grab ’N Bags – Joanne Henderson, Cultus Lake 
ESS Coordinator 
 
Just a reminder about making a family Grab ’N 
Go emergency bag.  It was suggested in the 
October Cultus View that each home have a 
Grab ‘’N Go bag prepared in a small backpack 
and left in a handy location.  It should include 
items that would allow you to stay in another 
location fairly comfortably for three to four 
days without home access.   
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SATURDAY MARKET IN THE PARK 
Dates, June 12th, 2010 – September 4th 2010 

     We have sent out notices to the vendors.  Hopefully, we will have a good variety of 
items to sell.  If you know anyone who is interested in selling vegetables and fruit, 
PLEASE let Lorna know at 604-858-6494.  To all the people who help with setting 
up, taking down and manning the Community Association Booth, your hard work is 
really appreciated. We hope to have entertainment at least every two weeks over the 
summer.  We are asking local residents, customers and vendors what they think about 
moving the location of the market next year.  It would be set up at the end of 2nd Ave., 
near the location of the old washrooms.  Let Lorna know what your thoughts are. 
     The CLCA Executive would like to thank Joel Gidney and Gidney Signs for 
making and generously donating the attractive new Market sign across the highway 
from the Park Board Office.  Gidney Signs made the new No Smoking and sandwich 
board signs. 
     Have a great summer.  See you at the Market. 

History of the Cultus Lake O.A.P. - by 
Helen Pauls, from an interview with Marg Mansell 
 
     The Old Age Pensioners Society began in 
British Columbia in 1932 to negotiate for the 
rights of seniors and for bigger pensions.  The 
Cultus Lake chapter began in 1982 through the 
efforts of  Loretta and Jack Baker, who were 
also directors on the provincial O.A.P.  The 
group quickly had 80 to 90 members and 
applied for a government loan from New 
Horizons, receiving $10,032.00 to help fix the 
community hall.  Mel Buckingham did a lot of 
the practical renovation work. 
      In order to stock the kitchen with dishes, to 
buy a piano and to help with funding, the 
group organized silent auctions and flea 
markets called “Attic Treasures”, while a 
group led by Marg Mansell operated the 
“Country Kitchen” to feed shoppers, serving 
sandwiches, soup, coffee, and pie with ice 
cream.  There were bazaars where home 
baking was sold.  
      For a time, Bingo was a big draw.  Bus 
trips all over the province were organized for 
seniors, highlights of which were Victoria’s 
Butchart Gardens and Whistler.  The group 
held Christmas dinners as well as luncheons to 
discuss such topics as seniors’ hospital issues 
or to celebrate special birthdays and organized 
fashion shows.  They held cribbage 

tournaments and regional picnics with other 
O.A.P. groups in the province.  A luncheon for 
those over 80 is still held each October, and 60 
folks were in attendance recently.  One year the 
O.A.P. float won first prize in the community 
May Day parade, and there was involvement in 
the B.C. Summer Games. 
     A golfing group began to meet at Aquadel 
Golf Course and later moved to the Cultus Lake 
Golf Course when it opened, which was closer.  
This group still meets on Wednesdays. 
     In 1999, which was named the International 
Year of Older Persons, the O.A.P. planted a tree 
near the Cultus Lake Park Board Office.  The 
group supplies the spelling bee trophy for the 
Cultus Lake Community School and has raised 
funds for the Anne Davis Transition House, 
Children’s Hospital, and numerous other worthy 
causes.  They place a wreath on the cenotaph 
each year. 
     O.A.P. events these days include crib and 
bridge on Monday nights at 7 pm, Wednesday 
golfing, and cards and “brown bag” lunches on 
Thursdays at 11 am.  Once a month, dinner is 
provided for $10.00 and anyone needing a ride is 
looked after.  Executive meetings occur once a 
month and the current chair is John Roy. 
      The Old Age Pensioners’ group provides 
Cultus Lake seniors with a sense of community, 
purpose and belonging and all are welcome to 
attend any of the activities. 
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