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Volume 7, Issue 1             A Publication of Cultus Lake Community Association             March, 2010 

Reflections  - Dave Clyne, CLCA President 
 
I recently read the book, Bowling Alone by Robert Putnam.  He 
writes that social capital is “the connections between individuals’ 
social networks and the norms of reciprocity [give and take] and 
trustworthiness that arise from them." (p. 19).  Social capital 
increased between 1900 and the late 1960s and then dramatically 
decreased, largely as a result of generational succession, television, 
urban sprawl and the increasing pressures of time and money.  The 
positive aspects of social capital occur when the community promotes 
liberty, tolerance and equality, which are most effectively done 
through “bridging” among community members.   
 
The above is a VERY brief summary.  However, as I read the book, I 
kept thinking that many of Putnam’s examples of social capital are 
everyday occurrences at Cultus Lake, such as saying hello to 
neighbours, helping neighbours, volunteering for COP, volunteering 
on Park Board Committees, group morning walks, seniors activities 
[dinners, cards, golf], street parties, people over for a meal, voting, 
being aware of and/or involved in the community events and/or 
politics. We do these and many more social activities as part of our 
everyday Cultus lives.  
 
In the last year, I have noticed an increased attendance at Park Board 
meetings.  Whether attendees agree or disagree with Park Board 
decisions or with other residents, the fact people attend is to 
everyone’s benefit.  I have also noticed individuals spending 
considerable time researching various topics for Park Board 
meetings, which in the long run, are helping to make us a stronger 

Continued on page 2 
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View from the Chair  
Brian Nokleby, CLPB Chair 
 
Thanks to the Cultus Lake Community 
Association for giving me this opportunity to 
speak to our community.  In the space provided I 
would like to touch on three issues -
Governance, Parking and Moorage. 
 
Governance – Nothing has transpired since our 
last public meeting with the City of Chilliwack 
on September 17, 2009.  At present, the 
Provincial Government has a statement from the 
Soowahlie First Nation that they are taking into 
consideration. 
  
Parking – The recommendation of the Parking 
Task Force is proving to be problematic to 
implement.  The Cultus Lake Park Board has 
however, acted on one recommendation – the 
right to tow vehicles that are parked immediately 
in front of the leased residences when called 
upon by the Lessee to do so. 
 
Moorage – The Cultus Lake Park Board is 
actively investigating the best way to proceed 
with their increased authority to manage 
moorage on the lake.  No decisions have been 
made to date. 
 
We would welcome your thoughts and 
constructive suggestions with any of these or any 
other areas of the operation of the Cultus Lake 
Park Board. 
 
In closing, we look forward to the opening of the 
Main Beach Boat Rentals this summer. 

community.  To these residents, thank you!  
 
Finally, as we all know, the Park Board voted 
to increase our leases by 17.5% this year.  This 
is a large and significant increase. The budget 
process was fairly public and perhaps the 
public attendance, input and concerns over the 
past year added to the detailed Park Board 
scrutiny of this year’s budget.   
 
The increased openness at Board meetings in 
the last year may initially make additional 
work for Commissioners and staff.  However, 
the collective community wisdom may provide 
expertise and ideas to strengthen decision-
making which may save time, effort and 
perhaps expense later on.  
 
If you are interested in keeping current with 
Park Board decisions and activities, check the 
web site weekly www.cultuslake.bc.ca.  All 
agendas and most information attached to the 
agendas are included on the web site.  Advance 
notice of meetings is included as well.  Also, 
the CLCA Executive meets every 2nd Tuesday 
at the Cultus Lake Community School staff 
room.  Members are welcome to attend. Our 
web site is www.cultuslakecommunity.com. 
 
The natural beauty of Cultus Lake and our own 
vibrant social capital make our community a 
terrific place to live.  Thank you, everyone! 
 

From Reflections on Page 1 

ENVIRO HINT 
 

Check http://www.myfootprint.org/en/ to 
find out one’s eco footprint.  It is a survey 
that takes about 10 minutes.  At the end, the 
participant gets a comparison of their 
“ecofootprint” in comparison to the average 
Canadian plus a little more information.   
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Cultus Lake Community School Spring Programs/Activities  
– Olga Cabrera, Coordinator 
CLCSA is now registering for Spring Programs.  Please check out our web site at 
www.clcsa.ca for program details.  The school facility is open and available for rentals 
year-round.  Please call Olga at 604-858-7192 for more information. 
 

Spring Programs 
 

1.] Music Lessons - Guitar Group; 
Guitar Private; Piano Private 
2.] Kidzone-Afterschool Care - 
Monday - Friday 2-5:30 pm 
3.] Tiny Chefs - Ages 3-5 yrs. 
4.] Soccer Saturdays - Ages 3-4 yrs. 

 5.] Kinderdance - Ages 3-6 yrs. 
 6.] Karate Club - Ages 5-12 yrs. 
 7.] Make, Bake, Eat the Cake - Ages 6-12 yrs. 
 8.] Sizzling Science - Ages 6-12 yrs. 
 9.] Cultus Lake Dance School - Ages 6-12 yrs. 
10.] Soccer Saturdays - Ages 6-7 yrs. 

 
Family Movie Nights 

Saturdays 6:30 pm Showtime 
Free Admission!  Free Popcorn! 

Concession Stand 
Please call 604-858-7192 for weekly movie details and dates. 

Cultus Café 
 

604-846-1120 
 

 
Cultus Café  welcomes you to our friendly and relaxing atmosphere. Come and 
enjoy our variety of COLD and HOT DRINKS, specialty COFFEES and a taste of 
HOME STYLE COOKING. 
 
Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner.   Dine In or Take Out.  Fully Licensed. 
 
Organic and Fair Trade Coffee. 
Home made Burgers, Hotdogs, Fresh Sandwiches, Soups, Salads and much more. 
Ask us about our up-and-coming “Theme Nights”. 

 
#6-4125 Columbia Valley Hwy., Cultus Lake.  Cultus Lake Plaza in Beautiful BC.
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Mrs. Henderson Remembers - Helen Pauls 
 
     Like so many of us, Marge Henderson has had a life-long love affair with Cultus Lake. One of her 
first memories of the lake is driving up to go camping at Sunnyside with her aunt and uncle and some 
of her friends. The Columbia Valley Highway, where it turns left off of the Vedder Road, was so steep, 
her uncle had to turn his car around and back up the gravel incline. When they set up their tent at 
Sunnyside, there was talk of cougars in the area and the girls were terrified, but her uncle would not 
take the cougar scare seriously. They stayed the weekend. 
     Once Marge was in high school, she and her friends would ride their bikes up through the First 
Nations reserve and camp in the park. They really enjoyed the swimming and the roller rink was open 
from 7 to 11 every night where they played wonderful music. Marge didn’t have boot skates and 
simply fastened roller skates to her shoes and tightened them with a key. Sometimes the girls rented the 
camping trailer belonging to the local druggist, Mr. Hipwell.  
      Another huge attraction at the lake was the dance hall, which brought out crowds of people on the 
weekends. At first, there was a dance hall built out over the water near where the bridge on Main Beach 
is now, and Marge remembers watching the dancers as the music drifted across the lake. Later a large 
dance pavilion was built up on the grass and the path from the roller rink to the pavilion was lined with 
two rows of lovely laburnum trees. “The pavilion was just a great place,” says Marge, “and us 
teenagers would loiter around and goggle at the dancers.” Little did she know that her husband Earl 
Henderson would someday play in the dance band, “Knights of Harmony”, for $10.00 a night. The 
orchestra had seats in a little nook above the dance floor, and on hot summer evenings, they were 
almost overcome by heat. 
     The Pavilion had a full-faced moon for decoration. “Sometimes the dancers would come out and 
dance on the veranda, and we were all enchanted to see them swirling around,” remembers Marge. 
     For practice, the Army Engineers constructed the maze of docks at Main Beach. They made a lot of 
improvements. There was a slide, a lifeguard and a three-story diving board, which only the bravest 
swimmers would use. “Once the lifeguards were taken off,” says Marge, “the Parks Board removed the 
slide and diving board, thinking someone might get hurt.” 
     Marge also loved rock hounding and her friend, Mr. Robinson, who had a cabin on Lakeshore 
Drive, had a huge rock saw and he could cut jade. There is still a big jade boulder cut into a square 
shape near the entrance to Lakeshore Drive, if you look carefully.  
     Marge became a teacher in Yarrow, but still loved to come up to the lake whenever possible. In 
1951, a friend of hers bought a cabin on Lakeshore Drive, and so she needed one too. She and her 
husband were invited to a party at the lake and there was another cottage for sale for $1,000.00. Her 
accumulated teacher’s pension was $800.00 in total, and she and Earl managed to come up with the 
difference. Her niece bought a cottage close by, and Earl and Marge would come up whenever they 
could. Since then, they bought a cottage on the lakeside across from their old one and rebuilt it to live 
in permanently once they retired. Since Earl’s passing, Marge continues to live there, surrounded by 
kind neighbours. 
     From June to September, Marge can still be seen coming down to the wharf for a swim, sometimes 
several times a day. The roller rink and the dance hall may be gone, but her love affair with the lake 
continues. 
 

Citizens on Patrol Troll for New Recruits  - Lewis Kirkness 
The Cultus Lake COP is out angling and trolling for new recruits.  New volunteers are needed to share the 
workload for the weekend patrols from May 21 to September 5.  For more information, call me at 604-
819-8966.  The bait is our spring kick-off on Saturday, May 1, from 9 am – noon in the Community 
Hall .  All COP volunteers are invited to attend as well as any new volunteers.  Come and take the bait!  
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Cultus Lake Community 
Receives New Watershed Model  
Marion Robinson, Chair CLASS 
 
The Cultus Lake Aquatic Stewardship Strategy 
(CLASS) is a multi-stakeholder collaborative 
strategy inspired by the desire to balance human 
use of the lake with watershed health.  In the 
interest of building understanding of this unique 
place, the group asked retired Port Moody 
architect, Ron Simpson, to construct a three-
dimensional watershed model. Ron not only agreed 
to take on the project but he also decided to 
volunteer the many hours it took to build the 
model. The relief map is about 1 metre wide, 1.5 
metres long and half a metre deep. Although the 
hardest part of the project was complete, the group 
recognized the map could use some finishing 
touches. Ron actually makes a point of leaving the 
model at this stage so the local group can take the 
steps to customize it to include the features they 
feel are most important to highlight.  
 
Kerry Hildebrandt, a Work Experience Facilitator 
with Chilliwack School District, suggested we 
contact Sardis Secondary School teacher Greg 
Barber to see if he knew of any students from his 
drafting class, who might have an interest in 
spending some hours on this part of the project. 
Greg didn’t waste any time in identifying Jason Yu 
as a suitable candidate. Jason took a keen interest in 
the project and has set the model on a re-furbished 
stand and added many details such as attractive 
labels to the ecological and man-made features of 
the watershed. 
 
The watershed model was recently unveiled at a 
regular CLASS meeting on February 24th.  
Chairperson Marion Robinson stated “On behalf of 
all the Cultus Lake Aquatic Stewardship Strategy 
members, thank you Ron and Jason for this fine gift 
to the Cultus Lake community and thank you Greg 
and Kerry for your key roles in making this 
happen”.  Now the model is complete and stands 
proudly at the Cultus Lake Park Board office for all 
to enjoy.  
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        Under New Management 
          #3 Cultus Lake Plaza 

The CLCA Executive encourages Residents to 
support our local Businesses. 

Winter Hours 
Mon & Tues Closed 
Wed - Sun & Holidays 
11:30 am – 8:00 pm 
 

NO MSG 
Daily Lunch Special. 
Look for coupons on the 
Take Out Menu. 
 

Summer Hours 
Mon to Thurs 
11:30 am – 10:00 pm 
Fri to Sat 
11:30 am – 11:00 pm 
Sun & Holidays 
11:30am- 10:00pm 

 

Left to right: Marion Robinson, CLASS Chair; 
Ron Simpson, 3D model architect; Jason Yu, 
Sardis Secondary student; Greg Barber, Sardis 
Secondary teacher.  
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Cooper's Foods has more than five decades heritage in supplying the necessities of food and non-perishable goods to 
more than a dozen key communities throughout the British Columbia Interior and B.C.’s Lower Mainland. Cooper's 
Foods is famous for its strong commitment to community involvement, bringing its Cooper People Care spirit to each 
neighbourhood. Cooper’s Foods is equally well known for delivering consistent, one-of-a-kind personal service and 
furnishing the same superior products and services that it has since originating as a family business in Revelstoke, BC in 
1957. 

Located in the Garrison Village, 45635 Tamihi Way, Ph. 604-824-6667 
Hours 8AM-10PM, 7 Days a week 

www.cooperfoods.com 

                                       

Directions 
coming from 
Cultus: Turn 
left on Keith 
Wilson, right 
on Garrison 
Blvd. and 
right on 
Tamihi Way. 
 

Directions coming 
from Chilliwack: 
Turn right at Garrison 
Village Arch Entrance.
 
Directions coming 
from Watson Road:  
Turn onto Garrison 
Blvd. and then left on 
to Tamihi Way. 
 

Life at the Lake – Kathy Brooks, resident 
 
Every day in the winter dusk 
Gulls come in from the valley 
Huge flocks, small groups, alone 
They come and they come 
Flight after flight 
A multitude of gulls 
Silent, swirling 
Black against the pale evening sky. 
 
They drop below the mountain tops 
And they become a drawing by Escher 
Now they gleam white against the dark trees 
Drifting down like feathers of snow 
To their lake-safe haven for the night. 
 

 

Governance – Dave Clyne and Virginia 
O’Brien 
 
As Board Chair Nokleby wrote, there have been 
no Governance meetings since September 17, 
2009.  There was a thorough summary of the 
Governance history in the March 2 edition of the 
Chilliwack Times.  Basically, although the City 
seemingly owns Cultus Lake Park in name, it has 
little, if any control over its governance.  
However, in extreme situations, it is 100% 
responsible for liability.   
 
Since September, the City has communicated 
with the Ministry of Community and Rural 
Development basically asking for funding for 
some of the costs of amalgamation.  The Deputy 
responded but it seems further communication 
between the two levels of government will need 
to continue.  Further, as mentioned in the Times

Continued on Page 7 

CLCA Memberships -Available at our 
April 25  Spring Meeting and our August 22 
Annual General Meeting.  Fees are $5.00 per 
person. 



 
7

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 

Cultus Elementary News  – Corinne 
Barber, Principal 
 
Cultus Lake School raised $1345.65 for the Haiti 
Red Cross effort. Mrs. Bridge's Kindergarten 
class collected all the coins for two weeks and 
generally ran the fund drive. We have added the 
Vedder Landing area to our catchment.  It was 
previously Yarrow's. Our current focus is on 
early learning. We are an all day Kindergarten 
school. This year we became a Strong Start 
satellite. This means that we have two Strong 
Start sessions per week. They are well attended 
and occur on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. 
 
Our Earth Day celebration is being organized as 
I write. The main event will be on April 22nd but 
we will have fun activities all week! We are 
replacing our traditional Science Fair with a 
Green Fair. We will hold stations in the morning 
and in the afternoon we will have a show and 
share event in our gym. Green businesses are 
welcome to set up an information booth or to 
display their wares. The FVRD and Cultus Lake 
Aquatic Stewardship Society are our generous 
partners in this endeavor. Contact Corinne 
Barber at 604-858-6266 if you require any more 
information about anything mentioned in this 
article.  
 
 

The Church in the Heart of the Lake 
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Established 1948 

74 Sunnyside Blvd. at Fir St. 
Interdenominational Worship 

Sunday 11:00 am 
Easter Service: Good Friday, April 2, 11:00 am  

 
Family Fun Nights - the first Friday of the month,  

 7 pm – 9 pm 

��������� �������
 

article, the Governance Committee, Premier 
Campbell, Minister Chuck Strahl and Grand 
Chief Pennier received the Soowahlie First 
Nation report in January.  It states that 
Soowahlie has aboriginal title to Cultus Lake 
Park and surrounding area and until 
constitutional issues have been fulfilled, 
Soowahlie First Nation can only support the 
“status quo” option for Cultus Lake 
Governance. Chief Jasper reiterated in the 
Times what he has repeated in Governance 
meetings that Soowahlie’s issue is with the 
Province and the Federal Governments and 
not with the Cultus Lake residents. 
 
A meeting of the Governance Committee is 
to be scheduled soon. 

From Governance on Page 6 
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Jesse Grant 

Cultus Lake Elementary School 



 
9

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cultus Lake Park Board Office for general 
inquiries: 604-858-3334.   
Park Patrol: 604-858-5298 
After-hours emergencies: 1-866-625-5251.   
 

Riparian Areas Regulation in 
FVRD’s Electoral Areas – Dawn 
Smith, Planner, FVRD 

Are you planning to develop near a stream 
or water body?  As of March 2006, the 
Province of British Columbia, in cooperation 
with Fisheries and Oceans Canada, introduced 
the Riparian Areas Regulation to protect 
stream features, functions and conditions that 
support fish and fish habitat.   

As a result, most development or alteration of 
land within 30 metres of a stream is required to 
meet the Riparian Areas Regulation.  This 
includes new residential, commercial, and 
industrial developments in the Fraser Valley 
Regional District.  The Riparian Areas
Regulation does not apply to reconstruction or 
repair of existing structures or farm uses on 
agricultural lands.  

If your development is within a Riparian 
Assessment Area then an assessment report 
prepared by a qualified environmental 
professional is required.  A qualified 
environmental professional is typically a 
professional Biologist.  The qualified 
environmental professional report will outline 
how far a development must be located from a 
watercourse and what must be done to preserve 
stream vegetation.   

In the coming months, the Regional District 
will consider establishing Riparian Area 
Development Permit Areas (DPAs) to 
implement this Provincial legislation in a fair 
and efficient way.  The emphasis will be to set 
up permit areas that meet the requirements of 
the Province while effectively balancing the 
habitat needs of fish with the practical needs of 
property owners.   

Residents, landowners and developers are 
encouraged to contact the Regional District for 

information about the proposed Riparian Area
Development Permit area and for guidance in 
understanding whether the Riparian Area 
Regulation applies to a specific development.   

For more information  
Contact the Fraser Valley Regional District 
Planning Department at 604-702-5000, or toll 
free at 1-800-528-0061, or the Ministry of 
Environment at (604) 582–5200.      

This flyer is intended for landowners and 
residents in the Electoral Areas of Fraser Valley 
Regional District.  Overlapping postal routes 
could result in some adjacent residents in the 
Cultus Lake Park Board and City of Chilliwack 
receiving this newsletter.  We hope you find the 
content informative.  

Otesha Performance on Main 
Beach, July 6 @ 3 pm  – Travis Clyne, 
Lisa Geary 
 
Otesha is a group of young adults who perform 
a humorous play about the struggles of living
ecologically. The tour performing for us is 
cycling from Vancouver to Ottawa delighting 
communities like ours along the way.  The 
performance is about 45 minutes long, is most 
entertaining, quite professional and will appeal 
to all ages!  This will be a culminating activity 
of Cultus Community School for their 
environmental awareness year.  A donation hat 
will be passed around at the end to help 
support Otesha’s Bike tour.  Everyone is 
welcome.  Invite friends and family to attend 
this entertaining, family friendly event on July 
6 at 3 pm, on Main Beach.  
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!!Grand Opening On May 1!! 

Come join us in the restaurant, bring 
your family and enjoy some great food 
and a warm, welcoming atmosphere. Any 

questions or to book a reservation 
please call 604-846-4454  or email us 

for any further inquiries at 
manossteakhouse@live.ca .  

35-4131  Columbia Valley Highway Cultus Lake 
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SATURDAY MARKET IN THE PARK 
Dates, June 12th, 2010 – September 4th 2010 

The Market is celebrating its 10th anniversary this year. Come and help us 
make this a year to remember.   Everyone is encouraged to take part.  
We are looking for vendors to sell fresh produce and local artists to display 
their work and sell at the Market.  Anyone who grows vegetables is welcome 
as a vendor.  Volunteers are needed to man the Community Association Booth.  
Any help you can provide is greatly appreciated. We need to know at least  a 
week in advance if you are available. Please contact Lorna at 604-858-6593. 

 
 

                                        
 

                                   Calendar of Events 
 
April 19 – 23  - Earth Week at Cultus 
Community School 
April 22, 12: 30 – 4 pm – Public welcome to 
attend the Earth Day “Green Show & Share” in 
school gym. 
April 25,  1 pm – CLCA Spring General 
Meeting, School Gym 
May 1, 9 am – noon – Citizens On Patrol  
Kick-off – Community Hall  
May 13,  4 – 8 pm – Cultus Community 
School Spring Fling Carnival 
June 4 – 6  - Cultus Lake Canoe Festival 
June 20 – Main Beach Father’s Day Fishing 
Derby 
July 6,  3 pm – Otesha Eco Performance at 
Main Beach 
August 7 – 6th Annual Cultus Lake Dragon 
Boat Club Festival 
August 22,  1 pm – CLCA AGM, School Gym 
Last Wednesday of April, May, June, 9:30 –
CLASS meetings at DFO.  All welcome. 

 

Flood Prevention Update – Dave Clyne 
 
Last summer, the Ministry of Forests worked on 
improving existing Forestry Road culverts higher 
up Vedder Mountain.  During heavy rains and 
snow melt, this ensures that most ditch water now 
exits at the culverts as originally intended, rather 
than much of it flowing past the culverts to join 
the run-off going into the Munroe Avenue 
waterfall.  Two additional culverts were installed 
in the same area to relieve the flow into existing 
culverts.  Most of the water from these culverts is 
now exiting into the creek west of Lakeshore Dr.  
These improvements have reduced the water flow 
in the Munroe Avenue waterfall by at least half.  
This complements the work completed by Cultus 
Lake Maintenance staff last summer of cleaning 
out the waterfall and enlarging the Munroe 
Avenue flume.   
 
 The Ministry of Forests, Chilliwack, has arranged 
with David Lock, Provincial Trail Stewardship 
Coordinator for the BC Off-Road Motorcycle 
Association [BCORMA], to oversee cleaning the 
Vedder Mountain Forestry Road ditches and to 
minimize road water erosion.  This work will 
further improve the drainage system to prevent 
many of the problems Lakeshore Drive residents 
had in January, 2009. The mitigative road work is 
being funded by BCORMA. 
 
In talking with David Lock, it is a comfort to know 
that Vedder Mountain has numerous friends who 
quietly look after it.  Many of these people belong 
to the Vedder Mountain Trails Association that is 

made up of the: Chilliwack Outdoor Club; Fraser 
Valley Mountain Bike Association; Vedder 
Running Club; Back Country Horsemen of BC; 
and Cascade Off-Road Motorcycle Club.  Vedder 
Mountain Trails Association helps to enforce 
common sense rules on the mountain so everyone 
benefits. For more information check the 
BCORMA web site www.bcorma.ca and the 
Vedder Mountain Trails web site www.vmta.ca. 
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Opening on April 1, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.jbeethovenspizza.com 
 

BEETHOVEN’S 
We would like to welcome all of our customers  

back for our sixth season. 
Spring Hours: 

��   Wednesday – Sunday: 4:00 to 8:00 pm                                                                                                                                            
�������������	�����
���
�
����	������������	����  
will be posted on our phone messages. 

604-858-7766 
Cultus Lake Plaza 

Summer Staff needed at both locations. 
                     

CAFÉ VANILLA Spring Hours:  

Open Weekends 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

604-858-6211 
Cultus Lake Plaza  

 

 

 
Come in and try our 

Sandwich Bar 


