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Volume 6, Issue 2             A Publication of Cultus Lake Community Association                   July, 2009 

Cultus Reflections – Dave Clyne, President 
 
The CLCA Executive welcomes Ron Campbell to Cultus Lake as the 
new Park CAO/Manager.   Marg Wilson and I met with Ron shortly 
after his arrival and he met with the Executive at our June 9 
Executive meeting.  Ron plans to meet with the Executive a couple of 
times a year and with the President and VP as needed.  Ron is very 
supportive of the open communication changes the Park Board 
implemented since January.  
The Executive congratulates Otis Jasper who was elected the new 
Chief of Soowahlie First Nation in April.  Otis is a member of the
Governance Committee and is interested in strengthening the 
relationship between our communities.   
At the May 27 Park Board meeting, the Commissioners voted to 
approve a $750.00 grant to the CLCA which will help defray the 
$1500.00 annual cost of printing and mailing the Cultus Lake View 
[CLV].  We thank the Park Board for the funding.  Commissioners 
recognized the volunteer hours the members donate to producing the 
CLV, organizing Market in the Park, and attending committee and 
executive meetings.  They also recognized the importance of the CLV 
for communication to the community. 
We await further word regarding the follow up on the January flood 
on Munroe Avenue and Lakeshore Drive.  Urban Systems has 
prepared a cost outline of a study for the Park Board.   Ron Campbell 
hopes to meet with the FVRD Emergency Coordinator and Park Staff 
to develop a response plan specifically for Cultus Lake to deal with a 
variety of emergencies, including local flooding.  Once a draft is 
prepared, the public will be asked for comments and suggestions.  
The intention is to have something in place by this fall. 
We appreciate Joe DePaulo contributing to the Cultus Lake View 
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Inside this Issue 
 
Cultus Reflections - 
Dave Clyne CLCA 
 
View from the Chair - 
Brian Nokleby  Chair 
 
Buoys need clear ID 
 
House Post - Helen Pauls 
 
Park Patrol Chatter - 
Joe DePaulo  
 
Three Generations at the 
Lake  - Ron Denman 
 
Water Park Planting - 
Ron Campbell 
 
Governance Update - 
V. O’Brien, D. Clyne 
 
Land Meets Water - 
Mark Johnson 
 
Summer Fun - 
Olga Cabrera 
 
Citizens on Patrol - 
F. Herle, A. Clyne 
 
Caring for Cultus - 
C.L.A.S.S. 
 
Cultus Lake Sailing Club -  
Chris Carberry 
 



 
2

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

View from the Chair – Chair Brian Nokleby 
 
It is my pleasure to introduce and welcome 
Ron Campbell, our new Chief Administrative 
Officer.  Ron has over 30 years experience in 
municipal administration.  His experience will 
help us greatly as we prepare for the future 
governance referendum.  Under Ron’s 
guidance we can look forward to a consistent 
and professional approach to bylaw 
enforcement and a closer adherence to the 
Community Charter (formerly the Municipal 
Act). 
 
I would like to draw your attention to two 
problems that we are facing, which are garbage 
and wild animal issues.  In a park setting, 
encounters with wild animals are inevitable.  
The common denominator in all cases is a 
search for food.  We urge you to act 
responsibly in terms of garbage disposal and 
not leaving food in accessible locations.  We 
strongly encourage the use of garbage 
containers with secure lids. 
 
Our Citizens On Patrol group is organized and 
operating for another season.  A big “thank 
you” to this dedicated group for their hard 
work.  They need more volunteers.  Contact 
the Park Board office if you can spare some 
time to help out. 
 
Regrettably, due to a variety of delays, gas 
sales will not be available on the lake again 
this summer. We urge boaters to use extra 
caution so that we can continue to enjoy our 
beautiful lake.  The best option, of course, is to 
fill up before launching. 
 
Don’t forget that the next governance meeting 
to explore the amalgamation option with 
Chilliwack is scheduled for July 9, 2009 from 
2 pm to 4 pm in the Community Hall. 
 
I thank you in advance for your cooperation in 
helping us to maintain Cultus Lake as “the 
Jewel of the Fraser Valley”. 
 

about the Park Patrol.  We greatly appreciate 
their work.  To help them, phone 604-858-
5298 at any time to report unacceptable 
activities.  This way, we all become “the eyes 
and ears” of Cultus Lake Park and nip 
problems in the bud.   Although Park problems 
have declined in the last couple of years, the 
destruction of six new trees in the west side 
Main Beach parking lot and other obnoxious 
behaviours on June 13 shows the importance of 
Park Patrol and Cultus COPs. 
At our August 23 General Meeting in the 
school gym, we will have elections for the 
CLCA Executive.  Marg Wilson, Virginia 
O’Brien, Lewis Kirkness and Gary Sainiuk 
have put their names forward to run for re-
election.  We have one vacancy as well. 
Someone with accounting/bookkeeping 
experience skills is needed.   Anyone wishing 
to nominate a CLCA member may contact me 
at 604-824-6718 in advance with the name and 
his/her agreement to be nominated. We will 
include all names on a ballot as well as space 
for anyone nominated at the meeting.  Ballots 
will be handed out only to paid members.   
I encourage residents and lease holders to 
attend Park Board meetings or check the Park 
Board website  regularly to read the minutes 
[www.cultuslake.bc.ca/government/].   
Agendas can also be accessed and they now 
include the same information the 
Commissioners receive for the public 
meetings.   
 

BUOYS NEED CLEAR I.D. [even if over 
“19”] 
 
During a storm this spring, a boat broke from 
its mooring.  People who rescued the boat had 
a difficult time finding its buoy because quite a 
few buoys had faded addresses and/or owner 
names.  Please check to see if your 
identification information is clear and re-label 
your buoy if it is faded.  A big “thank you” to 
the citizens who look after errant boats!  
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The Church in the Heart of the Lake 
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Established 1948 

74 Sunnyside Blvd at Fir St. 
Interdenominational Worship 

Sunday 11:00 am 
 
 Family Fun Nights - the first Friday of each month 
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House Post: the Raven, the Bear and the 
Salmon - Helen Pauls 
If you happen to visit Cultus Lake School, take 
the time to study the house post erected during 
a House Post Ceremony in April. 
Dwayne Malloway, a member of the Tzeachten 
First Nation Band, carved the commemorative 
house post, which is part of the heritage of the 
Soowahlie First Nation, rather than a totem 
pole, which were not seen in this area. He 
chose the RAVEN who is a trickster and 
mischief maker, the BEAR who is a symbol of 
strength, and the SALMON who gives its life 
to nourish the bear. 
Inspiration for the project was the loss of 
several youth from the Soowahlie community 
several years ago, who had also been members 
of Cultus Lake Community School. 
While First Nations students drummed, the 
house post, covered in an unused blanket, was 

carried into the gym by First Nations students 
wearing traditional decorated red capes. It was 
laid on a trestle covered with new blankets and 
surrounded by cedar boughs. During the house 
post ceremony, the grade four students, led by 
Laura Kelly, drummed and sang a welcome. 
Against a backdrop of a 40 foot long forest scene 
mural painted by the grade five class under the 
direction of Education Assistant Jacki Riley, the 
carver spoke personally about his inspiration for 
the project. 
Witnesses were asked to speak to the school 
community and members of the Soowahlie 
community and share the story. Principal, Mrs. 
Barber, and First Nations Education Assistant, 
Mrs. Hanuse, were honoured.  
The house post was carried around the gym and 
placed inside the front entrance where it stands 
today. Cedar wood from a giant red cedar from 
the rain forest was chosen for the post as cedar 
traditionally provided “ a wealth of raw material 
vital to life, art and culture of early First Nations 
groups” and symbolizes the resourcefulness of 
the First Nations people. 
 

 

Dwayne Malloway 
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Park Patrol Chatter  – Joe DePaulo, Park Patrol 
Manager 
 
Hard to believe but another season is well 
under way and so far all is going well.  To 
date, the Park Patrol has investigated 310 
complaints, slightly behind the 414 complaints 
received at this time last year.  The RCMP 
have created a seasonal policing unit to cover 
the entire Upper Fraser Valley Regional 
District, including Cultus Lake.  This enhanced 
police presence will assist us in meeting our 
challenges.  The 2009 Park Patrol team now 
has 13 full time members, many from previous 
years.  Extensive efforts are undertaken to 
ensure hiring and retaining valued employees, 
each of whom brings varied experience, 
knowledge and training that pay direct 
dividends to overall Park security for the well 
being of residents.  Most of the Park Patrol are 
career-minded and goal oriented and all 
members value the summer Cultus Patrol 
experience.   
 
Returning from last year are Supervisors Justin 
Chapin, Cole Vanderhelm, and Chris Stayko 
and Park Patrol members Kyle Bowness, Ryan 
Ward and Cody McNeil.  Returning from 
previous seasons are Justin Sutton, Travis 
Mclaren and Sheldon Ferguson.  Newly hired 
are  Ian Wolchok, Aaron Bartsch and Chris 
Froese.  The Park Patrol now operates on a 
24 hour, 7 days a week basis.  Hours will be 
reduced starting September 7, 2009, until the 
season’s end, September 30. 
 
Road checks in the Sunnyside Blvd. kiosk have 
started and been productive in preventing 
undesirables from entering the residential area.  
As always, we appreciate the ongoing support 
of the Community Association and look 
forward to another successful year of providing 
this service to the Park.  My gratitude also goes 
out to our Citizens on Patrol and their 
outstanding commitment and contributions that 
help ensure Cultus Park remains a safe and 

desirable place to be.  
 
Park Patrol can be reached at 604-858-5298 at 
any time day or night, or in person at our office 
located at 4169 Columbia Valley highway [next 
door to the Park Office].  We recently welcomed 
our new CAO/Park Manager, Ron Campbell, 
who, in my opinion, brings a tremendous amount 
of experience and knowledge in municipal 
politics that will undoubtedly serve to lead this 
organization well into the future.   Best wishes 
from all of our staff and good luck in the 
upcoming season. 
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Inga, Patty and Jim welcome 
everyone to join them this summer.  

 
Summer hours: 

Mon. – Sun. 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Fall hours: 

Wed. –Sun. 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Eat In or Take Out  

 
Wanted: seasonal waitress 

 

The CLCA Executive encourages Residents to 
support our local Businesses. 
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Three Generations at the Lake 
– Ron Denman 
 
Isabel Mahood-Farrell was nine years old in 
1921 when her family came to Cultus Lake. In 
a letter written in 1998 to the Cultus Lake 
history committee, she remembered her father, 
James Mahood, coming into the family’s 
kitchen and telling her mother that “he had 
discovered the most beautiful lake anyone 
could wish to see. He said that it was very 
pristine and would make a marvellous place for 
summer homes”. Her father discovered the 
lake as part of his job working as a surveyor 
and forest ranger. 
 
The family’s first summer at the lake was spent 
sleeping under a tarp, on a bed of cedar 
boughs, “a very comfortable bed” she wrote. 
Fires were made, one for cooking and one for 
heating. James Mahood was an experienced 
woodsman and knew that tree bark from fir 
trees was good for sustaining heat while pitch 
wood created instant hot fires and the dried 
insides of fallen cedars was ideal for kindling 
even in the wettest weather. Picking berries 
provided food and entertainment for Isabel and 
her two siblings. That first summer, they were 
at the lake for three weeks, the only family 
there. 
 
In 1923, the road to the lake travelled from 
Vedder Crossing, beside the Chilliwack River, 
meandering to Sleepy Hollow and then up to 
the lake. It was necessary for her father to blow 
his horn to warn oncoming cars that there was 
another car on the narrow road.  
 
Eventually, the Mahood’s built a cottage, 
called Cuddle doon on Lot 136 on the east side 
of the lake. Horses were used to pack the 
lumber in for constructing the building. In 
1936, a second log home was constructed by 
Joe St. Pierre, a French woodsman, on either 
lot 116 or 117. Scenes were carved on the solid 

parts of the wall. This house was destroyed by 
fire years after its construction.  
 
The Mahood’s remained summer residents at 
Cultus Lake for three generations until finally 
“The lake became too busy”. 

 

Photo caption: Mr. and Mrs. James Mahood 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 
1960 (Chilliwack Progress photo, 
1999.029.002.002). 

Water Park Plantings in Parking Lot 
Postponed to Fall – Ron Campbell, CAO/Park 
Manager 
 
Following the May 27, 2009 Board meeting, 
discussions were held with the Design Review 
Panel and the Water Park owner.  As a result of 
these discussions, it was agreed to postpone all 
plantings within the paved parking area until this 
fall. This will provide the Board, Design Review 
Panel, Staff and the Water Park owner adequate 
time to come to a full agreement on the type and 
layout of plantings within the paved parking 
area. 
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GOVERNANCE UPDATE  – Virginia O’Brien and Dave Clyne 
 
 Since our March Newsletter, there have been two meetings of the Governance Committee, on March 
26 and May 20, 2009. The next meeting is Thurs. July 9 at 2:00 pm at the Community Hall. A 
reminder that this is an open meeting and all interested persons are invited to attend. 
At the March meeting, Fact Sheets were presented on Library Services, Fire Services, and Bylaw 
Enforcement. Also at this meeting, the list of questions about Governance which were generated at the 
CLCA Annual General Meeting in Aug. 2008, were distributed. It is expected that most of these 
questions will be addressed by the Fact Sheets and the final summary. However, the consultant has 
indicated that any outstanding questions will be addressed at the end of the process. 
At the May meeting, Fact Sheets were presented on Parks and Recreation, Water Services and Solid 
Waste Management. 
In the Solid Waste Management Sheet, it is of interest to note that the cost of closing the old dump, 
which is estimated to cost between $416,976 and $3.3 million, is still outstanding and will be a liability 
to the Cultus Lake taxpayers regardless of which option (Status Quo or Join the City) is chosen. 
Similarly, in the Water Services Sheet, it is explained that the cost of replacing the reservoir with one 
of greater and sufficient capacity, plus additional upgrades, will cost $3.2 million over five years. 
These upgrades are recommended to occur from 2010 to 2014. The Fact Sheet further discusses the 
funding possibilities, which are different for each option and have a different impact on Cultus Lake 
leaseholders. 
You can read these Fact Sheets, plus Minutes and questions/answers on the website, 
www.clpgovernance.com. 
Still to come are Fact sheets on Local Government Funding, General Administration and Governance, 
Campgrounds, Local Roads, Police, Other Services and Other Issues. 
From the first meeting, Dave and Virginia have raised the issue of leases and the need to know what 
would happen should we join the City; eg. will they be renewable? for what time period? 
For the May meeting, we researched any references to leases in all previous documents and prepared a 
motion for discussion. We did make it clear that we were not asking for nor expecting any change in 
land tenure. Tenure is a complex issue involving Federal, Provincial and Municipal governments and 
First Nations land claims. The Province has made it very clear that tenure is not part of the Governance 
Committee mandate.  However, we did feel that the lease question should and could be addressed. 
We are pleased to report that, after some discussion, a motion was passed, asking the City of 
Chilliwack to agree in principle to protect and honour the present status of our leases. We expect an 
update on this motion at out next meeting. 
Also of note was the Provincial Government’s response to previous queries about  whether the CLPB 
could operate with enhanced powers. The Government representative explained that this would require 
a legislative change to the Cultus Lake Park Act and that no such changes will be offered by the 
Government. 
The Soowahlie First Nation has been a member of the Governance Committee from the beginning. 
They had asked the Government for funding for research and for any legal advice they may require. To 
date the Government has not supported funding for legal issues and Soowahlie may no longer continue 
to officially be on the Committee. Regardless of the outcome of this, the new Chief, Otis Jasper, who 
was an original Committee member, will continue to attend in some capacity. He has stated a sincere 
desire to forge positive relationships as neighbours, with the people at Cultus Lake Park. 
Once again, to inform yourself of these important issues, or to ask questions, please come to the 
meetings, access the website at www.clpgovernance.com, or contact Dave Clyne at 604-824-6718 or 
Virginia O’Brien at 604-824-1162. 
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Land Meets Water – Mark Johnson, DFO 
Community Advisor 
 
It’s that time of year again when everyone can 
really enjoy all Cultus Lake has to offer, 
especially if you are lucky enough to live right 
on the lake.  However, with that greater 
enjoyment comes greater responsibility. We 
need to pay special attention to everything we 
do when we live or work on the lake and creek 
shores, as many of our daily activities directly 
affect the health of the lake. 
 
Did you know that the zone where land meets 
water is often the most productive and 
beneficial to fish and wildlife? To maintain 
those values we need to keep the shoreline as 
natural as possible, use extreme care if we are 
applying fertilizers, and choose to eliminate 
our use of pesticides.  Another simple but 
important way to help is by keeping our septic 
system maintenance up to date.  
 
If you are thinking of adding new shrubs to 
your property, choose native plants which are 
most suited to survive and are best for our 
resident wildlife.  To find a good model of a 
natural lakeshore look for a place on the lake 
where you are sure that vegetation has not been 
cleared down to the water’s edge. Then make a 
note of the kinds of native shrubs and trees and 
the position of the large rocks and woody 
debris.  This natural environment helps 
stabilize the shore and provides important 
habitat for wildlife. We all aspire to have a 
healthy and productive lake for future 
generations to enjoy. To help make this happen 
we need to be mindful today of our choices and 
the way we live on the lake shore. 
 

Summer Fun - Olga Cabrera, Cultus Lake Community 
School Association [CLCSA] 
 
Kids - The staff at CLCSA will once again, in 
partnership with the Cultus Lake Park Board, be 
providing free kids programming at the 
Sunnyside Campground. Each week activities 
will be planned around various themes.  Join our 
leaders at the Rec Hall.  Pick up weekly 
schedules at the gate house.   All programs are 
available for campers and community members. 
 
Nunchaku Camp - We will be offering a one 
week camp at the Cultus Lake School from July 
6th-10th, 10am - 12noon.  Cost is $80 and 
includes nunchakus to keep!  Call the CLCSA 
604-858-7192 to register. 
 
Adults - No-Sweat Fitness classes will continue 
during the summer months.  Call   604-858-7192 
to confirm days and times. 
 
Rentals - The school facility will be available 
during the summer for rentals [604-858-7192]. 
 
CAP-Free Internet Access on Tuesday & 
Thursday evenings 6 – 8 pm. 
 

Cultus Lake Park Patrol phone number 24/7 
for summer problems. 604-858-5298 

Cultus Lake Park Board Office for general 
inquiries: 604-858-3334 

Reminder to residents:  Cutting milfoil 
creates a lot more milfoil.  Even a one cm 
piece can re-root.     
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Fires within the Cultus Lake Park, FVRD and Soowahlie 
report to Chilliwack Fire Department 911 or Fraser 
Valley Regional Fire Dispatch 604-702-5014.  Fires in 
all other areas, including fires between the west side 
pump house and Lindell Beach, call BC Forest 
Service: 
  1-800-663-5555   
  *5555 from a cell phone. 
Cultus Lake Park Board will be following BCFS Coast 
Fire center Campfire Ban. 
 

CITIZENS ON PATROL IS A WORTHY 
CAUSE.   JOIN US FOR SOCIALIZING & 
EXERCISE.   VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
– Fay Herle, Andrea Clyne 
 
COPs assist the Cultus Lake Park Patrol by 
walking or bicycling around the residential and 
business areas.  Teams of four or five citizens 
take turns patrolling each Friday and Saturday 
evening [and Sunday evening on holiday 
weekends].  We do not patrol during inclement 
weather.  Some members patrol during a 
daytime shift, checking cars in parking lots for 
safety issues. 
Our numbers are down from last year, thus, 
we’ve had to cancel some shifts already this 
season.  If you can’t commit to a scheduled 
team, we can use your help for an “on call” list 
when a team member isn’t available. 
WE ARE THE “EYES AND EARS” FOR 
THE PARK PATROL and RCMP.  We have 
two-way radios to alert Park Patrol of any 
problems.  We only observe and report so we 
have no contact with trouble makers.   
HELP PREVENT CRIME AT CULTUS...our 
visibility is an excellent deterrent to 
undesirable activities at the Lake.  LET’S BE 
PRO-ACTIVE!  The RCMP, ICBC and Park 
Patrol have acknowledged the positive effect 
Cultus COP have had over the past six years.  
The community is now a safer place as a result 
of our participation. 
HELP MAKE CULTUS A BETTER PLACE 
TO LIVE.  If you can offer a few hours of your 
time this summer, you can access an 
application form from the Park Board website 
[www.cultuslake.bc.ca] or PHONE:  
 

NORA LOWE  604-824-8831 
 

   FAY HERLE 604-858-4223 
  
    LEWIS KIRKNESS 604-819-8966 
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 SATURDAY MARKET IN THE PARK – Lorna Griffeth, Market 
Manager 
Market in the Park will run every Saturday from June 13th, 2009, 
to September 5th, 2009. 
 
The location is at Main Beach parking lot east side, behind the 
Bumper Boats and Giggle Ridge and across from Pala Lago.  We 
set up at 8:00 am and open for sales from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.  
  
We look forward to having a successful market and hopefully the 
weather will co-operate.  Musicians will perform each day from 
11 am until noon.  Help is needed on the Community 
Association Booth.  If you want to come and spend a  pleasant 
day at the Lake, call Lorna at 604-858-6593.  Help is also needed 
for set up and take down of the market.    

�

  

� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � � 
 �
· July 9 – Governance Meeting 

2:00 – 4:00 pm, CL Community 
Hall 

· August 8th -  5th Annual Cultus 
Lake Dragon Boat Festival  

· August 23rd – 1 pm CLCA 
General Meeting at the 

Community School 
 
· September 5th – Market in the 

Park Last Day 
· CLASS Meeting – 9:30 am on the 

last Wednesday of every month 
Call Dave Clyne [604 824-6718] 
for each month’s location. 
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Remove for Future Reference 
CARING FOR CULTUS 

THE LITTLE LAKE THAT LOOKS  BIG – it’s only 5 km long! 
 

HOW MUCH CAN THE LAKE TAKE?  
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Cultus Lake Sailing Club – Sockeye Cup Regatta 2009 – Chris Carberry 
 
This year's 2nd annual Cultus Lake Sailing Club Sockeye Cup regatta that took place on May 23rd and 
24th was a great success.  There was a fantastic turn-out from Vancouver, Seattle, 
Bellingham, Kelowna and Cultus Lake.  We had many boats entered into the regatta including 12 
Tasars as seen below, 7 Lasers, Hobie Cats, Flying Dutchman, and a Flying Junior.  Competitors 
included Olympic Medalists Jonathan McKee and Carl Buchan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo by John Hartman - Tasars on the start line. 
 
The weather and wind conditions were perfect for the regatta and all the participants had a great time 
and are looking forward to returning next year.  The accommodations in the park were excellent for the 
event and many of the participants camped out in the group campsite and some rented cabins.  Also a 
number of the participants took advantage of the surrounding amenities including the ice cream shops 
and the Water Park.  Prizes were provided by Glenmore Sailboats from Vancouver.  
Other Cultus Lake Sailing Club events planned for this summer include open class racing, learn to sail 
courses, social sailing and BBQ.  For more information please contact Christine Masson 604-858-8678 
or Chris Carberry at 604-793-0462 or visit our website at www.cultuslakesailing.com. 

ENVIRO HINT – Donated by Fay Herle 
Eliminate plastic bags for recycling materials.  Label old garbage cans 
with “RECYCLING ” and use it week after week instead. 
 
Please send any EnviroHints to Dave at clyne@alumni.sfu.ca with 
“EnviroHint” in Subject line.  Thanks. 
 

The Cultus Lake Community Association would like to thank the Quirky Bird, 
Beethoven’s, Café Vanilla and Frosty’s for their regular support of the Cultus 
Lake View newsletter.  Advertising helps defray the cost of printing and 
mailing the CLV.  
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www.jbeethovenspizza.com 
 

TV NOW AVAILABLE 
 

BEETHOVEN’S 
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604-858-7766 

Cultus Lake Plaza  
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604 858-6241 
Cultus Lake Plaza 

 

 


